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A s dental professionals we might not 

be familiar with marketing strate-

gies, but as consumers, we have seen sev-

eral companies market and remarket their 

image and message to the public. The 

American Dental Hygienists Association 

(ADHA) recently exposed the public and 

dental community to a new branding 

campaign.  This branding campaign is 

reinvigorating officerôs serving the state 

associations and has provided direction 

for those in leadership positions.  If you 

havenôt seen the new logo or message, I 

would encourage you to visit ADHAôs 

website to read more about the commit-

ment this organization has taken in the 

interests of the profession. 

 

New images should not be unfamiliar to 

us as consumers.  The images companies 

set forth can be seen all around us.   Zip-

loc or Glad bags, Sony or Toshiba televi-

sion sets, Gateway or Dell computers, 

Kleenex or Puffs tissue:  Each product 

promises their consumers a guarantee of 

Quality.  Some companies have marketed 

themselves so well the name of the prod-

uct is known as the item.  For example, 

Xerox, Ziploc, and Kleenex have posi-

tioned themselves as the ñkeyò merchan-

dise items for the products they represent. 

 

Corporate viability is directly tied to mar-

keting strategies. Marketing strategies are 

important for both the companyôs em-

ployees and their corporate bottom line.  

Company image and the Quality of the 

product it sells keep companies in busi-

ness.  You might ask how all of this is 

related to dental hygiene?  The ADHA 

interviewed the greater dental community 

about how they ñsawò an ADHA mem-

ber.  It is no surprise that many dental 

hygienists perceived the ADHA member 

as a briefcase carrying, woman on fire, 

political junkie.  With that negative 

stereotypical image in mind, why would a 

dental hygienist pay hard earned money 

to join that type of organization?  

Through marketing research ADHA also 

identified our most positive asset, the 

committed dental hygienist. 

 

Wisconsin Dental Hygienistsô Associa-

tion (WDHA) is also undertaking this 

same process of self reflection, renewal, 

and change so we can better meet the 

needs of the committed dental hygienists 

in our state.  This process takes time, and 

members of the profession will not feel 

results immediately.  Along with our par-

ent organization ADHA, the WDHA is 

taking a hard look at the message we are 

sending to licensed dental hygienists.  

This process has been a valuable exercise 

in understanding ourselves as an organi-

zation, and the communities and profes-

sion we serve.  The steps we are taking 

now, will shape our profession for the 

future.  I invite you to both find out more 

and actively contrib-

ute to the process. 

Your voice is wel-

come!! 
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For more information contact 

Jennifer Kreider 

Phone: 608-487-4556 

Email: kreider4@charter.net 

D A T E :  M A Y  1 ,  2 0 0 8  

T I M E :  6 : 0 0 ñ8 : 0 0  P . M .  

H I L T O N  M O N A R C H  R O O M  

H O R S  D ' O E U V R E S  A N D  C A S H  B A R   

Proudly Sponsored by the Wisconsin Dental Hygienistsô Association 

Meet Jean Conner  
 President of the American Dental Hygienistsô Association  

at a reception in her honor during  
the WDA Jewel of the Great Lakes Meeting!  

A Special Guest 

 

Join the Wisconsin Dental Hygienistsô Association at  

The WDA Jewel of the Great Lakes Meeting 
 

May 1ð2, 2008 

Midwest Airlines Center 
 

The following courses are co-sponsored by the Wisconsin Dental Association and the  

Wisconsin Dental Hygienistsô Association.   

 

Thursday, May 1, 2008 - Vicki McManus, RDH  presents òItôs Not Just a Cleaning Anymoreò  

         and ñReD Hot Hygieneò 

 

Friday, May 2, 2008 - Patti DiGangi, RDH, BS presents ñUndetected Lesions:  We Never Looked       

              or Maybe We Just Canôt Seeò and ñPlanting Our Feet Firmly in Mid-Airò 

 
There is so much planning that goes into orchestrating an event such as the Jewel of the Great Lakes, so please plan on 

attending and support Wisconsinôs dental community.  The two days and evenings are filled with exhibits, continuing edu-

cation, and social events.  For registration information go to:   www.wda.org 
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ADHA Annual Session - Albuquerque, New Mexico The 2008 program will offer the educational component of 

the Center for Lifelong Learning during June 18-21, followed by the Annual Session Business Meeting portion, 

June 22-25. The schedule will now create the opportunity for all to attend the cutting edge CE programming 

and the business meeting event ~ this  really will be 2-events-in-one!   For more information visit  

http://www.adha.org/annualsession/index.html 

 
RDH  Under One Roof - July 31 to August 2, 2008 at the Chicago Hilton, Chicago Illinois.  For more Information go 

to:  http://uor08.events.pennnet.com/fl//index.cfm 

More Save the Date Events  

http://www.adha.org/annualsession/index.html
http://uor08.events.pennnet.com/fl/index.cfm
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As reported in the October edition of ToothBytes, 

WDHA held a silent auction during the 2007 Scientific 

Session.   Students from each dental hygiene program 

were encouraged to apply.  Applicants wrote a short 

essay on  ñHow Being a SADHA Member Has Im-

pacted My Professional Developmentò.   

Each recipient will receive a $150 scholarship.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dana Dedolph Waukesha County Technical College 

ñI enjoy being a part of an inspirational team of future 

dental hygienists.  I have gained important leadership 

and problem solving skillsò. 

 

Dear Debbie & WDHA, 

I would like to thank you and the members of the Wis-

consin Dental Hygienist' Association for the scholar-

ship. I will use the money for my National boards 

exam. Thank you so much for all of your support.  It is 

greatly appreciated. 

                                                        Dana Dedolph 

 

Channon L. Kennedy Western Technical College 

ñThrough SADHA, I have learned the importance of 

giving back to the community.  I feel it is our responsi-

bility as Dental Hygienists/Caregivers to not only pro-

vide services to our patients in a clinical setting but to 

also in a broader senseò. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer L Karls  Fox Valley Technical College 

ñI was inspired by the active participation of the mem-

bers of the association, especially the president.  After 

returning home from the first meeting, I reflected on 

the day.  I then decided to become more active...Soon 

after, I became the President of FVTC Dental Clubò. 

 

Melissa Burgess Chippewa Valley Technical College 

ñI realized that I was not a part of an organization that 

is continually trying to improve the dental hygiene 

practice and that this organization would support and 

empower me not only while in school, but for my en-

tire careerò. 

 

Wendy Perry Chippewa Valley Technical College 

ñ...I was inspired by the hygienists who served as offi-

cers and delegates and also by the way proceedings 

were conducted.  That experience opened my eyes to a 

whole other realm of our profession and lit a fire under 

me to be proactive in helping shape dental hygiene 

practice for the futureò. 
 

 

WDHA is Proud to Announce the Recipients of the  

First Annual WDHA Student Scholarships 

 
What Will You Donate?  

 

These scholarships were made available to all dental hygiene students within the Wisconsin Technical College 

system.   The students were judged on their application and short essay. The funds for the scholarships came from  

The WDHA Silent Auction at the 2007 Scientific Session.  Please plan ahead and donate generously to the Silent 

Auction at the Indigo Conference on September 19, 20, & 21, 2008 so more students may benefit. 
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The CVTC SADHA Club has had a busy, successful 

year so far. Our year started off with a ñWelcome 

Backò BBQ at Linda Bohacekôs house. This was a 

wonderful get-together that allowed 2nd year students 

to meet their little sisters, a.k.a, the 1st year students. 

 

Community service is an important part of our dental 

hygiene training.  We are involved with providing oral 

health information to patients at the U.W. Health 

Medical Center through the U.W. Health Initiative and 

also working with Linda Bohacek at sealant and fluo-

ride varnish clinics in area elementary schools. 

 

Weôve raised $3600 with events 

such as a Chicken-Q dinner, an 

ergonomics CE course entitled 

ñDental Hygiene Can Be Such a 

Pain in the Neckò, a scrub fash-

ion show, a bake sale (where 

we also sold toothbrushes, 

toothpaste & floss) and of course our 

annual silent auction.  The funds we 

collect are used for:  CE for the students, supplies for 

community service projects, donations to the Oral 

Health Institute and this year we are sponsoring a 

cleft palate surgery.   

 

Our students participated in WDHAôs Scientific Ses-

sion by presenting three table clinics. We took 1st and 

3rd place trophies. Good job girls! We also had five 

2nd year students attended Student Professional Issues 

Forum (SPIF) and the WDHA House of Delegates 

meeting. 

 

As in years past, the 1st year students are overcoming 

their nerves and have begun treating their first patients, 

while the 2nd year students are facing the daunting 

obstacle called ñNational Boardsò.  Not to worry!  All 

students are conquering these fears and are charging 

ahead at full speed.   

 

On February 1st we participated in ñGive a Kid a 

Smile Dayò.   Second year students performed pedo 

prophyôs and placed sealants on area children, while 

the 1st year students entertained the kids and educated 

the parents while they waited.  

 

 

We are also providing CE courses on February 16th 

entitled "Perky Perioò and "Addressing Needs of the 

Elderly Dependent Populationò.  We will be learning 

about new perio products to revive our interest and 

also how to better fulfill the needs of our elderly pa-

tients.  For more information about attending this CE 

please contact Debbie Schumacher at: 

dschumacher@cvtc.edu or by calling 715-833-6352.  

In April, we will be teaching area children about their 

teeth at the Scared Heard Health Fair. 

 

This semester represents a milestone in the 2nd year 

studentôs lives and it is truly amazing to me to see how 

weôve grown, both as budding Hygienists and as 

friends. So to all of you 1st year students reading this, 

hang in there! It will be a wild ride, but well worth it. 

To all my fellow 2nd year students, can you believe 

how fast it all went? These are the days weôll look 

back on and say ñRemember when?ò  

 

Good luck to us all on Boards and CRDTS. Keep re-

peating to yourself ñI can do this!ò 

 
 

Greetings from Chippewa Valley Technical College 
By Wendy Perry 

Jennifer, Melissa G,  
Maggie and Tara L 

Melissa B, La and Katrina  

Western and CVTC students with  
Danie Ferguson from ADHA at SPIF  

...community service is an important part 

of our dental hygiene training... 

mailto:dschumacher@cvtc.edu

